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R.G. Kar Movement Continues
CHANDRASMITA CHOUDHURI
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The movement demanding justice for the rape and
murder at R.G. Kar Medical College has continued
since August 9th. West Bengal has rarely seen such
deep anger and emotion expressed by so many
people in a rational, peaceful, and resolute protest in
recent years. On August 14th, countless people
across the state—from villages, towns, and cities—
took to the streets to reclaim the night. In a short
time, the R.G. Kar movement has stirred a massive
section of society and exerted significant pressure on
the government and state machinery, an occurrence
rarely seen recently.

Rape and murder have, tragically, become everyday
news in this country. Government statistics record a
rape complaint every 16 minutes, but conviction rates
are low. “What was she doing alone in the seminar
room at that hour?”—this comment by then-principal
Sandeep Ghosh following the R.G. Kar incident
sparked a massive movement. Each incident that
fosters or rewards a culture of violence against
women incites public anger. In the case of R.G. Kar
Medical College, this anger has erupted, reminiscent
of the Nirbhaya case of 2012-13. Compounding this
are concerns over doctors' safety, widespread
dissatisfaction with corruption in medical education,
and the healthcare system in general, along with the
specific state of R.G. Kar College. Most significantly,
repeated blunders by the state government, along
with insensitive and irresponsible remarks from
leaders, including the Chief Minister, have fueled
public frustration.

Fi o b

The central demand of the movement is clear: "We
Want Justice." Without this movement, the pursuit of
justice would likely have been silenced. We are more
accustomed to seeing justice silenced and people
grieving in silence. Thus, the progress made in the
judicial process so far is a victory for the movement.
Whether the CBI investigation will fully reveal the
truth, and whether the Supreme Court’s oversight will
ensure appropriate punishment for the real culprits,
remains uncertain. To date, the CBI has only placed
a chargesheet against the sole accused, Sanjoy Roy,
a Kolkata Police civic volunteer, without clarifying the
entire incident. However, some action has been taken
due to the pressure from this unprecedented mass
movement. Recognizing the scale of the public
outcry, the Supreme Court has taken up the case on
its own initiative. There's no set rule for how large a
protest will grow, nor is there a fixed formula for how
the state (including the judiciary) will respond.
However, the mood of the R.G. Kar movement makes
it clear that the quest for justice will not be
abandoned halfway.

The Supreme Court and the junior doctors’
movement have made doctors’ safety a crucial issue.
Yet the question of women'’s safety in workplaces has
lost importance as the doctors' movement took center
stage. Neither the Supreme Court, the state
government, nor the junior doctors emphasized
sexual harassment in workplaces during discussions.
On August 14th, when women came out on the
streets
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their primary issues were unsafe nights and their
daily experiences of harassment. The state
government’s conservative proposal to restrict
women from night shifts as a safety measure was
criticized by the Court. Similarly, the Aparajita Bill
weakens the potential for genuine justice by focusing
on swift, severe punishments, including the death
penalty, rather than preventing rape and ensuring
justice in every case. A decade after the Nirbhaya
movement, the R.G. Kar movement has reignited the
issues of women’s safety and freedom, which must
not be allowed to be trapped in legal formalities.

Through organized, united strength and determined
protest, junior doctors have managed to make the
state government retreat to some extent. After a 15-
day fast, the government accepted most of their
demands. However, the threat of corruption in the
system has made doctors concerned about their
future security. They have decided to continue their
movement in other forms to demand safety. Equally
important to doctors’ safety is the need for a
corruption-free education and examination system
and assurance of accessible healthcare for the
public. It is essential to end both the nest of
corruption and the health business trap that weakens
government systems by issuing health insurance
cards to the public. If the ongoing junior doctors'
movement can pave the way for a broader public
health movement in Bengal, it will mark a victory for
the junior doctors’ movement.

The character of the R.G. Kar movement is civic. This
movement has brought ordinary women from villages

onto the streets, as well as people from various
professions and generations across the state. No
political party has been able to take the lead in this
civic movement; the main opposition party, the BJP,
has repeatedly tried to seize control but failed. The
Chief Minister herself took to the streets, demanding
the death penalty, while the opposition clamored for
her resignation. However, the movement has
remained steadfast in its demand for justice.

The last two elections in West Bengal showed that
while people are deeply disillusioned with the state
government, they are wary of the central ruling party
in the main opposition position and are not inclined to
bring it to power in the state. As a result, the
Trinamool Congress has gained votes and seats in
both the 2021 Assembly elections and recently held
2024 Lok Sabha elections. But this does not mean
that people will forgive the government and ruling
party for their glaring mistakes, corruption, and
misgovernance. This is the primary message of the
ongoing civic movement. Breaking the BJP-Trinamool
polarization in Bengal, this movement serves as a
foundation for the rise of a third bloc, grounded in left-
liberal values. Despite the festive season’s arrival,
the enthusiasm for the movement shows no signs of
waning. The movement has symbolized women
icons, and images have become emblematic. Salil,
Sukanta, and Hemanta are alive again in the air of
Bengal. New songs have been created, and street
paintings have also become an essential part of the
movement. The struggle for reclaiming the night,
changing the day, and securing rights continues—
and will continue.
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